Epidemiology for the practicing orthodontist.
Epidemiological principles and biostatistical techniques are essential when performing research in human populations. This article describes the methods used for designing valid and reliable research and the statistical concepts necessary to analyze data from such studies. Specifically, the overview includes the different epidemiological study designs, sampling techniques, sources of bias encountered in research studies, and statistical tests to assess significance. It is hoped that clinical orthodontists will benefit from this review.